                                       in-mortal


Ever since its appearance on Earth, mankind has always honoured their dead. The dead have been worshiped from antiquity to the present day all over the world: from Pharaonic Egypt and Ancient Greece (Anthesteria) to Mexico and Guatemala (Dia de los Muertos); from North America (Halloween), to Pontus (Thomas Sunday), Brazil (Dia de los Finados), Pakistan, the Czech Republic and Africa.


On November 2nd, the Day of the Dead (Dia de los Muertos), the living visit the graves of their loved ones or open their houses and invite their dead back for a short celebration, before they are called to embark again on their journey to the great unknown. It is a holiday in honour of those that have passed away, just like the Orthodox Saturday of Souls; the only difference is that Mexicans "dance on the graves" of their deceased friends and relatives.


In Latin America, the Roman Catholic precepts did not depose the local superstition and belief that death is an integral part of life and not its antithesis. Death is considered to be just as important as birth and does not signify the end of one's existence: it is merely a stage in a never-ending cycle and a continuation of the creation process. The Day of the Dead, just like similar traditions in other countries, is associated with the calendar of the pre-Christian agricultural era and signifies the end of a long dry spell and the beginning of a fruit-bearing period. And because the quality of the harvest is believed to be affected by the souls of the departed, the ritual for the proper welcoming of the dead is of prime importance on that day.


Christian dogma regards death as a punishment (Purgatory, Hell) and, as a result, this natural and unavoidable occurence inspires fear to western Christians. Death is a "taboo", the only exception being a "heroic" or "martyric" end that ensures one's admission to Heaven. In the "well-established" monotheistic religions (Christianity, Islam, Judaism), this ticket to paradise is only awarded to those who lead a virtuous life and are ready to sacrifice it (martyrically or heroically) in defence of religious or patriotic ideals.


Contrary to those "valiant fallen", it seems that those who commit suicide are not entitled to a place in paradise, and it is quite common for the Church to deny them funerary rites under the precept that suicide is equivalent to murder. Conscious of our own mortality, we all denigrate suicide, remain skeptical towards euthanasia and ask ourselves whether this is truly the end or simply a passage to another dimension.


The artists approach, investigate and explore the history, traditions and rituals that are related to death and its effects on the living, or give an account of their personal relationship with death (and, consequently, with life itself).


“…man is an animal, reasoning and mortal…” (Boethius)

